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Research Interests
The state-society interaction during democratic transition and consolidation, including international influences, especially policies by regional and super-powers to “promote” democracy among their client states. Interdisciplinary methods combine quantitative surveys with archival documents. Area expertise in Latin America and Eastern Europe. Now organizing a cross-regional academic panel on what the lessons learned in those two regions teach us about the prospects for democracy following the current Arab popular uprisings. 
Peer-Reviewed Articles/Book Chapters 
Into Thin Air: How One State Collapsed, completed book MS being submitted for publication.

“The Failure to Democratize Portugal from ‘Above’ in the 1970s and a Model of Innovative


Leadership,” MS ready for submission.

“Hierarchy Under Anarchy: Informal Empire and the East German State,” with Alexander 
Wendt, International Organization 49 (Autumn 1995), 680-721.
“Accelerating Collapse: The East German Road from Liberalization to Power‑sharing,”


chapter in eds. Shain & Linz, Between States (Cambridge University, 1995): 160-178.

 “António de Oliveira Salazar of Portugal," (biographic essay), David Wilford, ed., 

Contemporary Leaders of Western Europe (Greenwood Press, 1995).

“Pact-making and Regime Collapse in Latin America and Eastern Europe,” East European 
Politics and Societies 7:3 (Fall 1993), 482-512.

“Regime Collapse in the Peaceful East German Revolution: The Role of Middle-level 
Officials,” German Politics 2:1 (April 1993), 97-112.
Conference Papers
“Why not all Transitions Produce Democracies,” paper proposed for Northeastern Political 
Science Association, Philadelphia, Nov. 17-19, 2011.
“How Much Does College Really Internationalize Freshmen?” APSA Teaching & Learning 
Conference, Baltimore, Feb. 6-8, 2009.

“How the American Informal Empire Fosters Democratic Experiments in Latin America,” 


Midwest Association of Latin American Studies (MALAS), San Juan, PR, Nov. 21, 2008.
“Does Being Democratic Really Help Economic Development?” American Political Science


Association (APSA), San Francisco, September 2001.

“Fractured Elite Legitimacy: Mid-level and Regional Party Cadre in the Collapse of East 


Germany,” APSA, Washington DC, September 1993.

“Opposition Discourse during ‘Die Wende’ in the Fall of 1989,” DAAD Student Workshop on 

German Reunification, Univ. of California-Berkeley, August 1992.

“Institutional Effects of Constrained Democratic Consolidation: Brazil Rejects Parliamentarism,” 

New England Political Science Association, Worcester MA, April 1991.

“Repensando la sociedad civil en las transiciones de Europa del Este” (in Spanish), Ford 

Foundation Workshop on Democratization, with FLACSO (the Latin American Social 
Sciences Faculty), Universidad Pontifica Católica, Santiago, Chile, July-August 1991.
Other Papers
“Interest Groups as Stakeholders: Concepts & Field Techniques,” World Bank/Social 


Development Unit, mimeo, June 2000.

“Kosovo Democracy Strategy: Immediate Post-Conflict Issues,” US Agency for 


International Development (USAID), mimeo, August 1999.
“Inter-Sectoral Partnering in a Constrained Context: Guinea-Conakry,” USAID, mimeo, 


March 1999.
“NATO’s Role in the Post-Cold War Period,” conference report, Aspen Institute-Berlin, 


October 1993.

“Franco-German Relations & the European Crisis,” conference report, Aspen Institute-Berlin, 

April 1994.
Invited Presentations

“The Triple Transition in Eastern Europe,” guest lecture, Great Works Symposium on 
emerging democracies, Drexel University, July 17, 2009.

 “A 21st Century Cold War? Democracy Promotion, Russian Backlash, and the Georgian Crisis," 


International Cafe series, International Area Studies, Drexel University, October 29, 2008.

Discussant, “Promoting Western Values: US, German & Polish Democracy Promotion” panel,

German Studies Association, St. Paul MN, October 2-5, 2008.

 “A Double Democratic Transition in the Former German Democratic Republic,” Hannah-
Arendt-Institut, Technische Universität, Dresden, Germany, 2006 (declined).

“Can America Really Force Iraq to Become Democratic?” Iraq War Anniversary Forum, 

Political Science Dept., University of Mary Washington, March 2004.

“Tri-Sectoral Government/Society/Business Partnering: USAID’s New Partnership Initiative,”

CIVICUS workshop on a global civil society, Hannover, Germany, November 1998.

Manuscripts Reviewed

Politics of Latin America: the Power Game, rev. ed. (Oxford University Press, 2010).

“Inclusive Institutions and Survival of Transition toward Democracy in Post-Civil War States,” 
Studies in Comparative International Development (2011).
Education


PhD 1998, with distinction, Yale University, Political Science, dissertation: 


“Democratic Transition through Regime Collapse.”

MPhil 1994, Yale University, Political Science, with comprehensive exams in Comparative 

Politics, with distinction, and International Relations (IR).

Certificates, US Foreign Service Institute, Washington DC: Foreign Economic & Commercial 


Studies; and Latin America Area Studies.

BA, Yale University, Political Science, with J. G. Bennett Prize for best senior essay in IR.

Teaching Experience
Assistant Teaching Professor of political science, Drexel University, History and Politics Dept., 
Philadelphia PA, 2008 to date.

Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg VA, Dept. of 

Political Science & International Affairs, 2002-2004.

Assistant Professor, American University, School of International Service,
Washington DC,


1997-1998.

Visiting Instructor, Dartmouth College, Government Dept., Hanover NH, 1995-1996.

(part-time teaching at Florida International University, George Washington University, 
Cornell in Washington, Free University/Berlin & Yale University.) 
Courses Taught 

  

Democratic Transition &Consolidation 



American Foreign Policy


Politics of Latin America


Politics of Eastern Europe/Post-Soviet States


International Relations Theory


Post-9/11 Intelligence Policy



Intro. to Comparative Politics


Intro. to International Relations


Intro. to Political Science



Professional Membership/Service
American Political Science Association (APSA): Comparative Politics, Foreign Policy,

and Comparative Democratization sections
International Studies Association (ISA)
Northeastern Political Science Association (NPSA)
Midwest Association for Latin American Studies (MALAS)

Research Fellow, Project on Democratic Transitions, Foreign Policy Research Institute 


(Philadelphia), 2011 to date.

Mock interviewer, Pickering Fellowship candidate, Drexel Fellowships Office, March 2011.

Volunteer Tutor, Writing Works Lab, Miami Dade [Community] College (FL), 2006-2007.
Listserv Moderator (first), Comparative Democratization section, APSA, 2000-2001 

[see “News & Notes,” Journal of Democracy 12:1 (January 2001), 191-192].
Contributor, “Do USAID Civil Society Programs Contribute to Sustainable Development?” 

Social Capital/Let’s Talk discussion list, World Bank, 1999.

Guest co-leader, “Lessons of German Re-unification” tour of German cities for a visiting South 

Korean academic delegation, 
Freie Universität-Berlin, Spring 1994.
News Editor, Yale Daily News, undergraduate.

Related Professional Experience

Foreign Service Officer (tenured), US Department of State: overseas assignments to Brazil and 


Mexico; Washington assignments in Executive Secretariat’s Operations Center (S/S-O) 

and (traveling) Staff (S/S-S); official travel to the UN General Assembly (New York),

NATO and European Commission (Brussels), G-7 Economic Summit (Venice), 1983-9.

Diplomacy Fellow (AAAS), assigned to US Agency for International Development (USAID), 
Washington DC, 1998-2000.

Short-term Consultant, the World Bank/Social Development Unit, Washington DC, 2000.

Associate Director of Academics/Academic Advisor for private education company


LeadAmerica, Boca Raton FL, designing/supervising experiential social science courses 
on major university campuses for honors high school students, 2005-2006.

Interim Manager, Chapultepec Project advocating more press freedom in Latin America, 

Inter-American Press Association, Miami FL, Spring 2005.

Research Assistant, Yale University, interviewed policy makers (in Portuguese) for Brazil 


chapter of Bates & Krueger, ed., Political & Economic Interactions in Economic

Policy Reform, (Blackwell, 1993), Summer 1991.

Awards/Grants/Honors
Honoree, Comparative Democratization: Recent Research by the Authors of Outstanding 

Dissertations panel, APSA, San Francisco, September 2001.

Outstanding Service Certificate, Kosovo Task Force, US Department of State, 1999.

University Dissertation Fellowship, Yale Graduate School, for write-up, 1994-5.

Social Science Research Council (SSRC), Berlin Program for Advanced Studies at the Freie 


Universität-Berlin, 1993-1994.
Fulbright US Student Fellow (combined with SSRC, above), 1993-1994.

International Doctoral Research Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies/SSRC 
(jointly), funded by Mellon and Ford foundations, 1993.
Henry Hart Rice Advanced Research Fellow, Yale Center for International & Area Studies

(YCIAS), 1992-1993.
Foreign Language and Areas Studies Fellowship, Yale Graduate School, 1991-1992.

MacArthur Fund Research Apprenticeship in International Security Studies, 1991-1992.

Distinction, Comparative Politics comprehensive exam, Yale Political Science Dept., Fall 1991.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Dissertation Research Grant, YCIAS, dissertation research start-up, 1991.

Summer research grant, YCIAS field research trip to Lisbon, Portugal, June 1991.
Meritorious Honor Award, US Department of State, for trade negotiations & reporting cables, 

presented at American Consulate General, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 1989.

Languages (proficiency):

Spanish (near fluency)






Portuguese (professional)






German (professional)
Professional Foreign Travel (years resident abroad)

Albania, Belgium, Brazil (1), Chile, China, Czech Republic year), Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Germany (2), Guinea-Conakry, Haiti, Hungary, Hong Kong, Iceland, Italy, Kosovo, Mexico (2), Netherlands, Peru, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Russia/Soviet Union & Switzerland. 
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